Race points
In every country were pigeon racing is practiced one can be easily duped by the distance a racing pigeon is raced. Let’s say a pigeon raced from 500klms in Holland and wins is haled as a champion. Ok if he won the race he is in fact a winner , but for a pigeon which wins from a 500klms race on a flat surface is one thing. How more is a winner a bird which wins the same distance of 500klms but with obstacles along the way? I have heard of fanciers in the continent that dispose of birds because they came late in  a 500klms race , so its like if that bird does not win or at least place in the race than it’s a liability best to get rid of. I once read an article of a loft manager of a leading grain exporter in Belgium stating that after the race season he will select the birds for the coming season and that he is sure that a few that will lose their heads will be some that have won a few races, but are not good enough for him to occupy a place for the coming season. A few years ago we had an American visitor in our club and he also was talking about culling his birds when he will return home , and also includes raced birds with not enough wins. Another visitor in our club was saying that he was a champion in his club in the uk, when I asked how many members there are in the club  he said 10, when I asked with how many pigeons he started the season and how many left after the season ended, he said he only lost 4 birds in the whole season out of 40.

When I compare these comparisons with our situation, there is a profound difference

that may alter the difference in pigeon quality . here in Malta you will never ever hear of a pigeon fancier who will cull his pigeons because they did not win all the time or only one time. Ok I believe even in our situation when a bird who wins first national once [with a 60mile channel] may be a one off, and may not be repeated, but we surely will give it another chance, and if it will not win we keep racing it until it betters its reputation or bust , but we would never consider culling it, for the simple reason that our birds have a dodgy course to return to their lofts . most of our members start with a 100 or so birds in their lofts , they end up with 20,or 30 if they are lucky! Some times I think that racing pigeons in Malta  from Italy is so hard that is cruel for the birds because of the odds, compared with the rest of Europe. I mean I have read of pigeon legends in Europe that have won the ace bird of that country or the other and their progeny worth more than  gold. When you think about it a fancier in Europe can easily toss his birds from the race point, its easy if you are a pro, if a bird raced in Europe is promising ,than one race or another he is going to flourish,
if a fancier in Holland or Belgium makes a mistake and send a best bird which is not 100% fit , the odds are that the bird will return at least to its home to fight another day. How I wish that it is easy here to say that. A few years ago we had a race from a mere 280klms , we lost all the best birds in all our clubs, some say it was because they over flew our island, the thing is that these birds never returned and for a few members they lost all their hope in one short distance race. I remember winning with birds that before that race they never won anything in that distance. 

Lets take Manfredonia for example this is a distance of 660klms , for most European fanciers this a medium distance race , for us it’s the longest in our program and believe me , its no joke!! We have a fancier here which I shall not name who was a true champion in his native country in Europe ,he sold his pigeons everywhere and I must say that I had cross a of his birds and did wonders with them.   racing with us ,he is like one of us . I mentioned that I had a cross from his birds which I got from a friend which he bought from him when he was still racing in his native island, I won with his cross 3rd national from 660klms[ Manfredonia] he had a late comer at about 2200 hrs he won 10th national . [only 10 birds returned on day] the following year he was advertising its youngsters for £500 a pair ,I was giving my winner’s youngsters for free,[ this mention of these free youngsters need a separate article]
The point is, with all due respect that there is pigeon racing and pigeon racing

If I race my car in a smooth road that’s one thing, if I race my car in a field that’s another thing altogether, and that’s the difference in our sport here . that’s why most of the retired racers are successful as stock birds here , because the basket is a true selector , when you race a bird here even if it’s a multiple winner with 20 or so 60mile channel races in its belt , you could lose it , especially in a blow home race. Now this is one of my nightmares, when it’s a blow home, it is normal here that in easy races,
Even in the middle distance birds who never did anything before win in these blow homes , the usual winners are lost , most probably they flyover our island never to be seen again.
That is why when I hear fanciers from the continent bragging about culling raced birds I get the feeling that racing in their country is child’s play compared to us 
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